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resentatifes of 25 museum groups participated, and 

conducted 

case studies of 12 museum facilities around the Nation; 
(3) on the basis of this assessment, the Institute of 
Museum 
Services issued a renort in Sentember! 1992. entitled. "National 
Needs Assessment of Small. Emeraina. Minoritv and Rural 
Museums in the United States" (hereinafter "National Needs 
Assessment") which found that small, emerging, minority, and 
rural museums provide valuable educational an 
cultural 
resources for their communities and contain a reservoir of 
the Nation's material. cultural and historical heritade. but due 
to inadeauate resources are unable to meet their full potential 
or the demands of the surroundina communities: . 
(4) the needs of these institutions are not being met 
through 
existing Federal nroarams: 

5) fewer than half of the narticinants in the survev had 
anovlied for Federal assistance in the past. two vears and that 
many small, emerging, minority and rural museums believe 
existing Federal nroarams do not. meet. their needs: 

(6) based on the National Needs Assessment. that. funding 
adencies should increase sunnort available to small. emeraina, 
minority. and rural museums and make snecific_ recommenda- 
tions for increasing technical assistance in order to identify 
ee ch institutions and provide assistance to facilitate 

eir 
peacipalion in Federal proarams: 

7) the Delta Initiatives Renort made snecific recommenda- 
tions for the creation and develonment of centers’ for the 
nreservation of the cultural. historical. and literarv heritade 
es the Delta Region, including recommendations for 
he 
establishment. of a Delta Reaion Native American Heritaae 
and Cultural Center and a Delta Reaion African American 
Heritage and Cultural Center with additional satellite centers 
or museums linked throuchout the Delta Reaion: 

(8) the Delta Initiatives Renort stated that new wav§ of 
coordinatina. preservina. and promotina the Delta Reaion's lit- 
erature. art. and music should be established includina the 
creation of.a network to promote the Delta Region's literary, 
artistic, and musical heritade: and 
(« wholesale destruction and attrition of arcHeoloaical sites 
and structures haS eliminated a sianificant nortion of Native 
American heritaade as well as the internretive notential of the 
Delta Reaion's narks and museums. Furthermore. site and 
structure destruction is so severe that. an ambitious proaram 
of site and structure acquisition in the Delta Region is nec- 
essarv. 

(b) IN GENFERAT#Z{The Secretarv. in consultation 
with : the | States 
of the Delta Region, the Chairman of the National 
Endowment. 
for the Arts. the Chairman of the National 
Fndowment. for the 
Humanities. the Director of the Smithsonian 


Institution. the Lower 
Mississinni Delta Develonment. Center. Historicallv 
Blac Colleaes 
and Universities. and anvronvriate African American. 
Native Amer- 
ican and other relevant institutions or organizations 
in the Delta 
Reaion. is further directed to nprenare and transmit. 
to the Conaress 


a plan outlining specific recommendations, including 


recommenda- 

tions for necessarv fundina. for the establishment of a 
Delta Reaion 
Native American Heritaqae Corridor and Heritaae and 
Cultural ; ' ; Cen- 
ter and a Delta Region African American Heritage 
Cprridor and 


